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Two year project evaluating Mendeley Data platforms, including the data 

repository and manager, as part of the Research Lifecycle Programme.

WHAT?



Collecting metadata throughout 

the research process will make it 

easier to share results and data 

at the point of publication.

WHY?



HOW CAN MENDELEY HELP YOU?

REPOSITORY
Visibility

Citations and impact
Journal and funder compliance



HOW CAN MENDELEY HELP YOU?

MANAGER
Saving time 

Improving data quality
Enabling collaboration



DEVELOPMENT PLANS

Recent changes

• Folders

• Upgrade to 100GB per dataset allowance

• First version of Data Manager

• Basic showcase

Coming soon

• File tagging

• CAS authentication

• Custom metadata

• File referencing with Dropbox

• Working towards Isilon integration



FOLDERS

Demo: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpO3l2C-8LA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpO3l2C-8LA


SHOWCASE



|     9

File Tagging
• Free text tags allowing researchers to quickly and simply annotate files

• Provides quick and simple way to find files

• Can be aggregated up to the dataset level (i.e. add all of the tags to the dataset)

• Previously entered tags for a project are suggested as future tags for consistency (within the project)
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File Commenting
• Allow comments against each file

• Comments include reference to the person who 

made the comment and the date/time the 

comment was made

• Optionally can send a notification to the owner of 

the file, or other people who have commented 

previously

• Comments are private by default and are not 

shown on published datasets, but are available for 

review by project members and approvers in draft 

datasets
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File Custom Metadata

1. Allow researchers to add custom metadata (i.e. key-value pairs) to files

2. Allow researchers to find files using this metadata (e.g. see below from https://rinocloud.com/)

3. Allow researchers to aggregate custom metadata at the Dataset level (if required)

4. Automatically add any metadata for an experiment (e.g. researcher, date completed, experiment title etc.) to any associated file

5. Allow researchers to create metadata templates, and associate to file types (e.g. all BAM files use the “Gene” template)

6. Automatically add metadata where technically feasible e.g. extract from file (e.g. NetCDF) or inherit from containing folder (e.g. 

watch folder for Spectrometer XYZ).
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Folder Types
Internal Folder (Mendeley Data)

• Files are stored within Mendeley Data’s S3 file store.

• Files and folders can be uploaded, as with Datasets

External Folder (Referenced)

• Files are stored within an external file storage platform (e.g. DropBox, Box, Google 

Drive etc.)

• Clear visual distinction made between local folders (& files) and external folders (& 

files) e.g. see OSF approach on right

• File contents of these folders can change

Watch Folder

• Watch folder is a type of external folder where researcher can be notified when 

files have been added or changed

• This could happen within the application (see example below) or via optional email 

notification

File Added Last Modified

12345.csv 12 Jan 2018 12 Jan 2018

6789.csv 18 Jan 2018 20 Jan 2018*

abcdef.csv* 20 Jan 2018 20 Jan 2018



Join the RDAG
Find out about new features first, regular discussions, 

email list for updates, Sifter for issue logging 

Try it out
If you have data to share try using Mendeley Data and 

then…

Send us feedback!
We want to hear the good, the bad and the suggestions 

for improvement at researchdata@manchester.ac.uk 

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?


