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INTRO 



Mary Hamilton (1756-1816) 

ÅJohn Rylands Library acquired 

ï2474 items of correspondence 

ï16 autograph diaries 

ï6 manuscript volumes 

ÅProject title, 2013-present 

ïImage to Text 

ïDavid Denison, Nuria Yáñez-Bouza 

ïbased on student transcriptions + student RAs 

(Anson & Anson 

1925: frontispiece) 
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Mary Hamilton (1756-1816) 

ÅJohn Rylands Library acquired 

ï2474 items of correspondence 

ï16 autograph diaries 

ï6 manuscript volumes 

ÅProvisional title of complete edition, 2017- 

ïThe Mary Hamilton Papers 

ïDavid Denison, Nuria Yáñez-Bouza, 
Sophie Coulombeau, Hannah Barker 

ïand postdocs (+ student involvement) 

(Anson & Anson 

1925: frontispiece) 

4 



Why do it? 

ÅInteresting, admirable, much-loved woman 

ÅFascinating archive 

ÅObsessive pleasure of deciphering text 
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Silk? 

 

 

 

 

   a packet with Six pair of  
Gloves made of the Silk of the horse  
muscle wch. are the production of this  
Country, & reckon'd very curious,   
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Silk? 

 

 

 

 

   a packet with Six pair of  
Gloves made of the SilkϞ of the horse  
mussel which are the production of this  
Country, & reckoned very curious,   

ϞΨ{Ŝŀ ǎƛƭƪΩ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ǇŜƴ ǎƘŜƭƭǎΦ 



Why do it? 

ÅInteresting, admirable, much-loved woman × 

ÅFascinating archive       ?V 

ÅObsessive pleasure of deciphering text    × 

ÅValue for research ς linguistic, literary, 
historical, art-ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭΣ Χ      V 

ÅMore efficient and more useful as digital 
resource than in book form      V 
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PROJECT WEBSITE 



Website 2014- 

ÅDept/Faculty website, maintained by DD 

ÅLetters display programmed by George Bailey 
(self-taught undergrad!): XSLT, CSS, Javascript 

 

ÅXSLT (+ CSS, js) tweaked by DD 2014-17 for 
fancier mouseover behaviour and pop-ups 

ÅSite moved to WordPress September 2016 
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Website 2014-17 
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Mouseover 
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Website 2017- 

ÅSept 2017 redesign by Jim McGrath 
(Research Software Engineer, IT Services) 

ÅLetters display more readable and responsive 

Å1-3 panels, depending on screen width 
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Website Sept 2017 
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Mouseover as before 
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Text clearer 
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17 

Metadata 



Website 2017- 

ÅSept 2017 redesign by Jim McGrath (Research 
Software Engineer, IT Services) 

ÅLetters display more readable and responsive 

Å1-3 panels, depending on screen width 

 

ÅNov 2017 Added normalised transliteration 

ÅFewer pop-ups, no text change on mouseover 

Å1-4 panels, depending on screen width 
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Website Nov 2017 


